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review of UNITEL, Inc.'s Quantum Laser Propulsion Book 

by Edward Halerewicz, Jr. 
 

A review of the book Quantum Electromagnetic Laser Propulsion by Larry Maurer and Michael 

Miller is presented on this page.  The book is put out as a promotional campaign by UNITEL, 

NorthWest to promote interest in their proposed aerospace technology. 

 

Over all rank:  2.5 out of 5 stars 

 

Overview of book 
 

UNITEL attempts to revolutionize space travel by proposing new technologies which would make 

missions to Mars as practical as launching rockets today.  In Quantum Electromagnetic Laser 

Propulsion, Maurer and Miller propose an aerospace design capable of doing just that.  They propose a 

vehicle which uses cutting-edge physics to make travel near the speed-of-light possible with present-day 

technology.  The book is presented as a promotional "gimmick" to fund their projects and to promote 

interest in the work they propose.  As such, it tries to sell their position to would-be investors and 

aerospace engineers, supplemented with design schematics and other figures. 

 

In essence, what they propose is building a spacecraft which works backwards of the so-called 

"tractor beams" (well-known in the science-fiction genera).  Their spacecraft projects a 

monochromatic beam of light which has a magnetic charge.  This attracts the spacecraft and propels it 

forward.  The beam is actually a "white" laser powered by a high-energy superconducting state -- similar 

in nature to a Bose-Einstein condensation.  The magnetic charge of the beam is then derived through the 

color force. 

 

It is also proposed that interstellar travel may be possible by treating spacetime as a potential well.  

Through an entangled electron field surrounding the spacecraft, they hope to make it appear as a "giant 

electron" and have it quantum tunnel through spacetime.  In short, they propose a revolutionary new 

form of technology based upon some obscure but tested notions in physics, thereby putting the space 

travel in 2001: A Space Odyssey to shame.  The problem is that their design is based on theoretical 

conjecture.  They hope to promote interest in their work so they can fund experiments to test their 

hypothesis and perhaps build said craft. 

 

In-Depth Review of book 
 

I'll now go into detail on the bad points and then the good ones of the book, thereby explaining my 

"2.5 of 5 stars" ranking. 
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Off-the-bat, I would have to say the book would appear to be a turn-off to any professional physicist 

and be regarded rather poorly.  This has to do with the fact that the reader is told the design -- it is not 

explained to the reader.  There is also some confusion with engineering and physics language which 

also causes a problem.  One example of such is stating that metallic objects "reflect spacetime".  Which 

is just nonsense.  In context, it's meant to suggest that the nature of these orbitals causes them to reflect 

more readily than other elements (as well as segments of vacuum energy as suggested by the Lamb 

Shift).  So you're left deducing certain aspects (or just flatly refuting them).  Most of the physical affects 

described by the authors are well-documented but are rarely used in connection with one another.  So a 

technical reader will find faults with this as well. 

 

It is, however, a good read for futurists or those interested in advanced space technology in general.  

Current models for aerospace propulsion are based off reactionary physics including solar sails and anti-

matter rockets.  So the fact that it gets off that point makes it well worth the read.  Most of the 

background science is explained along with figures.  And references are given, making it understandable 

to a general audience.  So that is a plus.  While there are several problems a physicist will find, Chapter 

7 on "Macroscopic Quantum Tunneling" does provide the mathematical details explaining the 

"tunneling" process of their ship. 

 

Now I feel I should describe my ranking.  Just seeing the physics misrepresented, I had to take points 

off right away.  But if they were represented in more conventional methods, they would have been 

acceptable.  There were also a few editing problems such as equations mislabeled in text which I 

couldn't ignore either.  The book does, however, explain an alternative propulsion system in-depth far 

better than any book on interstellar travel to-date.  At the very least, it might provide an insight to the 

future of space travel beyond rocket technology.  Since it has some rather good points, I wanted to give 

a high score.  But it did have problems in other areas (which could be fixed) that couldn't be ignored, so 

it gets a 2.5 of 5.  
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